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mastered the palate. I dare not assert that the desire for sexual
pleasure will never get the better of me in whatever state I may
be. Love for the wife, the sons and other members of the family
has not yet melted away. All that can be said about me is that
I am one who is striving earnestly to attain moksha.

All your letters, which I have been carrying with me for so
many days, are now answered. You may ask whatever else you
may yet feel like asking.

I have been in Johannesburg for the last ten days. I have
come here to revive the struggle in case a settlement fails to come
off. I cannot say what will happen. I am waiting for a reply
from Pretoria, Mr. Polak has gone to England as desired by
Mr. Gokhale,

Let me know your daily routine. Write to Kotwal. His
address : Kotwal House, Thana.

Blessings from

MOHANDAS

From the Gujarati original in Gandhiji's hand: C. W. 5648
Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

106.   GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HEALTH [-XXXI1]

12.   ACCIDENTS: SNAKE-BITE

Men have always feared snakes. There are countless super-
stitions, too, connected with the serpent. We are afraid even to
mention its name. At night we refer to it as "the big creature".
Among Hindus, the snake is an object of worship. Nagpanchami1 is
regarded especially as the day of snake worship. There is a popular
belief that the earth is supported on the head of the serpent Sheshnag.
God also is held to be Sheshshqyi, i.e., lying on Sheshnag. God Shiva
is said to wear a snake as a garland. "Sheshnag with his thousand
mouths could not describe this"; in saying this we attribute intel-
ligence and knowledge to the serpent. There is a similar idea in
Christianity also. "Be wise as the serpent", so runs a saying in
English. The serpent JCarkotak conferred a boon upon Nala2 by
biting him, thereby making him so ugly and deformed through its
poison, that none would look upon him with evil intent as he

1 Fifth day of the bright half of Bhadrapad

2 A victim of the Kalipurusha, the malignant spirit of the Iron Age,
he lost his kingdom and was cruelly separated from his wife, Damayanti. The
story is told in the Mahabharata for the benefit of Yudhishthira.